
In this issue...

Visit www.mawsonline.org

What's New at 
MAWS? 

Check out the 
MAWS website for 
info and member-
submitted photos!

This newsletter will display correctly on ipads, 
computers, phones, laptops or in print. If you have any 
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Classified ads are free to MAWS members. 
Send your ads to traceyhensen@gmail.com by 
April 1st for inclusion in the next newsletter.

For Sale: 1.    Rassmussen Table Loom - 25” 
with stand w/ pedals, 4 harness, 10 & 12 dent 
reeds
2.    Warping Reel    
3.    Warping Pegs (she unsure of this item) 
4.    Rug Wool
 Contact Dusty at 406-777-7298 or email joyartsofstevi@hotmail.
com.
For Sale: This listing came in via email. As of publication time, 
I am not sure if the loom is still available. Shirley Sylvester has 
a loom for sale and her phone number is 961-3192.  It is a two 
harness rug loom.  She lives on Willow Creek Road in Corvallis.  
She does not know the brand but says it is old and heavy.  Price is 
negotiable.

FOR 
SALE!
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What is Distaff Day? 
Distaff Day was Jan. 7. For those who saw mention of it, 

and didn’t know what it was, here is an explanation:

Distaff Day, also called Roc Day, is 7 January, the day 
after the feast of the Epiphany. It is also known as Saint 
Distaff's Day, one of the many unofficial holidays in Catho-
lic nations.

Many St. Distaff's Day gatherings were held, large and 
small, throughout local fiber community. The distaff, or 
rock, used in spinning was the medieval symbol of women's 
work.[1]

In many European cultural traditions, women resumed 
their household work after the twelve days of Christmas. 
Women of all classes would spend their evenings spin-
ning on the wheel. During the day, they would carry a drop 
spindle with them. Spinning was the only means of turning 
raw wool, cotton or flax into thread, which could then be 
woven into cloth.

Men have their own way of celebrating this occasion; 
this is done through Plough Monday. It is the first Mon-
day after Epiphany where men are supposed to get back to 
work.

Every few years, Distaff Day and Plough Monday falls 
on the same day. Often the men and women would play 
pranks on each other during this celebration, as was writ-
ten by Robert Herrick in his poem "Saint Distaffs day, or 
the Morrow After Twelfth Day" which appears in his Hes-
perides.

Some modern craft groups have taken up the celebration 
of Distaff day as part of their new year celebrations.
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Sarah Pilgrim is newest member 
of Montana Circle of American Masters!
Sarah Pilgrim, handweaver 

of Wilsall, is Montana’s new-
est member of the Montana 
Circle of American Masters, a 
program administered by the 
Montana Arts Council.  Sarah 
joins weavers Jessie Clemens, 
Deb Essen, Laurie Gano, and 
Maude Knudsen—as well as 
artists in a broad range of 
other media—in the Circle.

The Montana Circle of 
American Masters (MCAM) 
is a statewide “program 
recogniz[ing] Montana folk 
artists for artistic excellence 
in their work, along with their 
help in preserving the state’s 
cultural heritage.

Montana American Mas-
ters:

Are recognized as exem-
plary practitioners of visual 
traditional art forms, and their 
work reflects the highest qual-
ity of craftsmanship, design, and authenticity.

Have listened to the heartbeat of their community, 
learning their art form through informal study and by 
carefully watching, listening, and doing.

Create works in depth and brilliance that deepen our 
awareness of the rich and diverse cultural and artistic 
traditions of the people of Montana.

Actively participate in their art 
form, as a practitioner, a mentor, 
or teacher, in order to promote 
public awareness regarding the 
eminence of the creative sector.

Adhere to cultural artistic tradi-
tions to preserve their art form, 
in the process contributing to the 
public visibility of traditional arts, 
crafts, and artists.

Understand that as a reflection 
of their culture, their art is a living 
form that continues to be shaped 
by creativity and innovation.

Act as a model for excellence 
and a conduit for process and 
inspiration, influencing other generations of artists 
working within the region and beyond.”

The process of acceptance into the Montana Circle 
of American Masters starts with a nomination.  Sarah 
learned that she was being nominated in summer of 
2014.   The nominee does much of the work gather-
ing information to submit as part of the nomination 
process.  There are questions to answer, statements of 
contribution to gather from the community, a bio to 
write, and photos to submit.  Of course, these have to be 
done by the artist.  Once the nomination is submitted, 
the program director reviews the application for suit-
ability, followed by a peer review of the artist’s work, 
and finally the application is submitted to the Montana 

Arts Council Board for a vote.
Here is some of what Sarah 

wrote as part of the application 
process:

“The first time I sat at a 
loom, in 1978, I knew I would be 
a weaver someday. The rhythm 
of the weaving process, the feel 
of thread moving through my 
hands and the resulting cloth 
I make connect my body and 
soul.  In all my weaving, I look 
at design and color as inte-
grated rather than two separate 
entities. This is how I translate 
centuries old weaving traditions 
into 21st century wearable art.”

“Learned to weave in 1978 
in a 5-week class.  Since then, 
books, peers, conferences 
and workshops have been my 
teachers.   If one ever masters 
one’s craft, I have done that by 
benefiting from others’ knowl-
edge, listening, reading, and 

experimenting, then learning from my results.  Further, 
I question frequently what I am doing and how I can do 
it better, differently, more interestingly…how can I take 
this traditional art form and put it in a modern context 
while preserving the art form itself and respecting the 
tradition of handweaving?  

This is a question I often ask of myself.”
 “I live in a community where 

community, family, and work are 
intertwined with the land and the 
landscape.  This alone has most 
definitely influenced my work.  
Because of the hard work one 
sees in a ranching community 
like Wilsall, I am influenced to 
work just as hard at my art form 
as a rancher does at his.  And it 
is not just a matter of hard work, 
but one of questioning practices 
and thinking about the past as 
we apply it to the present and the 
future: maintaining a respect for 
traditions while improving and 

putting our traditions into a modern context.”
For more information on The American Circle of 

American Masters, click here: http://art.mt.gov/artists/
artists_mcam.asp

For more information on Sarah ‘s work, click here: 
www.sarahpilgrim.com.

See page 4 for samples of 
Sarah’s beautiful work!
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The wonderful 
weavings of 
Sarah Pilgrim
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Workshop Proposal
Name:  

Contact Information (e-mail and phone):  

Title:  

Workshop Length:  

Description:  

Required Level of Student Expertise:  

Maximum Class Size:  

Equipment and Facility Needs:  

Equipment and Supplies each student needs to bring:

Student Materials Fee to be Published in Registration Book:  

List Items Included in this Fee:  

Instructors Fee for Teaching(include travel costs):

Fibers on the Flathead
MAWS 2016

The next biennial conference of the Montana Association of Weavers and Spinners (MAWS) is being held in 
2016 sponsored by the Alpine Weavers and Spinners Guild (AWSG) of Kalispell.  The conference begins Thursday 
June 23rd, 2016 with a barbecue dinner and concludes with brunch Sunday June 26th, 2016.  Classes will be sched-
uled for June 24th and 25th with pre-conference workshops on June 22nd and 23rd.  The conference site is at a 
camp on beautiful Flathead Lake just south of Kalispell.  For more information, please see the camp website at 
http://www.flatheadcamp.org/.

Please send proposals for one-half day (3 hours) classes, full day (six hours) classes, and/or two day (twelve 
hours) pre-conference workshops, and include your fees for teaching and travel.  The deadline for proposals is 
March 31, 2015.  A proposal form is attached for your convenience.

Contact Teresa Knutson at 406-756-1388 or at tknutson@aboutmontana.net with questions, or for further de-
tails.



6

Helena Weavers &  Spinners Guild 
Hosts Robyn Spady’s “Taming of the 
Hue” – a 2-day workshop on COLOR!

Partially funded through an ANWG 
Grant.

Does incorporating more color in to 
your projects appeal to you, but leaves 
you feeling a little intimidated at the 
same time?  Do you long to break out 
of a color rut?  If so, you are not alone!  
In this workshop, a variety of tools 
and techniques will be covered to as-
sist you in exploring different ways of 
incorporating color into your projects 
and give you more confidence in dis-
covering new color horizons.  You will 
leave with a color portfolio that will 
help you work with color in the future.

 
March 7-8, 2015 

– Saturday time 9-4, Sunday time 9-3.

Helena Holiday Inn Downtown, 22 
N Last Chance Gulch St, Helena, MT 
59601

 Participants will bring:

· A couple yards of the typical yarn/
thread you work with – colors, weight, 
texture

· A couple yards of a yarn/thread 
NOT typically used – color, weight, 
texture

· A minimum of 10 paint sample 
sheets in colors you love

· A minimum of 3 paint sample sheets 
in colors you hate

· A 3-ring binder, minimum 1”

· Glue stick

· Scissors you don’t mind using on 
paper

MAWS and ANWG members can 
now register for the workshop on 
March 7-8, 2015, at the Helena Down-
town Holiday Inn.

Online registration is located on the 
MAWS website’s Helena Weavers and 
Spinners page www.mawsonline.org/
Guilds/Helena.html

and at http://www.eventbee.
com/v/kathyo/event?eid=115629143.

Robyn Spady “Taming of the 

Hue” workshop in March

Check 
this out!
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Attention Fiber Lovers!
Kathy O’Hern met a GIS Analyst (and fellow spinner), Janet Reynolds, at the 

MAWS conference last summer.  They discussed the merits of creating a map of 
Montana “fiber places.”  Janet has created a map that she calls “Fiber Resources 
in Montana” - go to the following link to see what she’s done so far.  The MAWS 
board has added a link to the map on the MAWS  website.  Would everyone 
please send Kathy a list of Montana fiber places (with addresses) that should be 
included on this map?  The deadline was originally January 20, but due to the late 
date of the newsletter, more entries will still be accepted.

 
http://www.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=f82cc

545a8e04dc9bbd4a22c590e2480

Please submit your “fiber places” directly to Kathy at ohern_1@msn.com and 
she will compile a master list for Janet.

Here is what the map looks like so far:
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Big Sky fiber Arts Guild Winter Retreat  
February 14 & 15, 2015 

Guest House Inn 
406-251-2665 

3803 Brooks St., Missoula 

 

 Susie Castle suggested and has made the  arrangements for the guild to have a Winter Retreat in Feb-
ruary at the Guest House Inn in Missoula.  The cost will be $35 per person with a 12 person minimum.  (We 
originally thought the cost would be $20 but there was a miscommunication.)  This pays for the conference  
room in which we will meet and retreat. 

 We will pot luck meals (brunch and dinner on Saturday and brunch on Sunday) but there will be 
coffee service provided.  We will have a conference room  from 8 AM to whenever with space for us to bring 
and set up our wheels or anything else we want to work on.  The room will be locked when the last person 
leaves and opens at 8 AM.  You can leave your “stuff” and know it will be safe. 

 Susie is looking for anyone who would like to demo a favorite fiber technique or process.  Maybe 
you’ve thought about teaching a class but haven’t made that leap of faith.  What a great opportunity to give 
it a try on a smaller scale!  Please contact Susie at 406-370-1802 or susiecastle@hotmail.com if you are will-
ing to demo or if you have any questions. 

 Registration is open from now until February 3.  Send your registration form with your check for $35 
made out to Big Sky Fiber Arts Guild to Sharon Hamilton, BSFAG Treasuer at 26986 River Run Rd., Huson, MT  
59846-9655.  There will be no refunds after February 7. 

 This is intended to be a fun, relaxing retreat, coming and going as you please.  For those who live out-
side Missoula, you may wish to reserve a room and never leave the building! 

Big Sky Fiber Arts Guild Winter Retreat 

Registration Form 

Name     ______________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number  ______________________________________________________ 

Email Address  ______________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact_______________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Phone   ________________________________________________ 

 

O  I have enclosed my check for $35 

Check 
this out!
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Spinners 
who sat down 
for Jane 
Fournier’s 
“Silk Tast-
ing” class in 
Kalispell on 
Nov 1 had 
more than a 
taste.  Jane 
treated us to 
a 16-course 
feast topped 
off with 
plentiful left-
overs to take 
home for 
later savor-
ing.  Starting 
right out with 
de-gummed 
silk cocoons, 
we worked 
through han-
kies, bombyx 
and tussah 
tops 
and 

noil, following with courses of “waste” and sari silk.  
We spun, we plied, then blended with wool, cotton 
and yak down to create beautiful yarns that could 
accent many kinds of projects.  We finished the day 
not only gorged on silk, but with some nice hand 
carding skills as well.  Did you know that two good 
ways to blend fibers that vary in length are to either 
cut the longer fiber or to make a carded rolag to be 
spun the crosswise?  Problem fiber:  a cotton-silk 
blend top that felt sticky because the silk was longer 
than the cotton.  Solution: hand-card it.  Result: 
spun like a dream. 

After 
a night to 
contemplate 
all we had 
learned, we 
met again 
for a half day 
of plying.  
Here’s the 
secret:  test the ply 
right away by mak-
ing a mini-skein from 
the first two yards or 
so and dipping it into 
warm water.  Blot the 
excess water with a 
towel and then look 
to see how the yarn 
hangs.  If it hangs 
straight, it is a bal-
anced ply.  If it hangs 
twisted, it either has 
too much or too little 
twist (book Jane for a 

class to find out which.)
The weekend workshop was coordinated by the Alpine 

Weavers and Spinners Guild and sponsored by the Montana 
Association of Weavers and Spinners.  Four spinners from 
“Over the (Evaro) Hill” joined nine Kalispell-based members.  
The class had been fully booked at 15, but a couple of people 
had to cancel.   

The class comments speak for the success: “Awesome”,  “I 
would like to take it again in a couple of years,”  “We need 
to get Jane up here again,”  “This was my third silk spinning 
class, and I can’t believe how many things I experienced for 
the first time!”  Novice and advanced spinners alike felt the 
lure of the incredible fibers and techniques.  Jane circulated 
among the wheels, fine tuning and offering words of encour-
agement.  The samples of her own spinning demonstrated 
her precision, serving as examples of what can be accom-
plished if rather than 
just tasting, we take 
the time to evaluate 
and test the results.

We thank MAWS 
for making this pos-
sible.  Burp!

Feasting with Jane Fournier



Mark these dates:   May 14-16, 2015
Flathead Lake Camp Work and Play Retreat

To help defray costs for all attendees to the MAWS 2016 Conference, 
Fibers on the Flathead, the Flathead Lake Camp has offered us an 
opportunity to save a substantial amount of money on the rental of the 
facility.  MAWS members, their spouses and friends are invited to join 
us at the camp for up to three days, May 14-16, 2015.   Ten to 12 people 
per day doing spring cleaning and other maintenance tasks would 
reduce the rent by $1000.  Volunteers are asked to sign up in advance 
and to provide a list of skills, such as carpentry, chain saw, painting 
and grounds work.

Volunteers are welcome to stay in the cabins at the camp at 
no charge, bringing their own bed linens and towels.  Sleeping is 
bunkroom-style with single mattresses. All cabins have kitchens, so 
meals will be potluck.   Some RV sites are also available with electrical 
hookups but not water or septic.  The camp has a dock and beach front 
for kayaking or canoeing after work hours, as well as comfortable 
living areas for spinning, weaving, knitting or just socializing.  Go to 
www.flatheadcamp.org to check it out.

Please consider joining us for a fun weekend that will benefit 
everyone by keeping costs low for the Conference.  We need your help!  

If you can join us for all or part of May 14-16, 2015, please contact 
Joan Goldstein at hjgolds@hotmail.com or Carole Baginski at 406-
890-0199.

We will be honoring the following rules of the camp:
NO ALCOHOL OR DRUGS ARE ALLOWED AT THE CAMP

This includes medical marijuana.
NO PETS, EXCEPT FOR SERVICE ANIMALS, 
ARE ALLOWED ON THE CAMP GROUNDS.

NO SMOKING IN OR NEAR CAMP BUILDINGS
The designated smoking area is in the parking lot, in a personal vehicle. 

Do not put cigarette butts on the ground.
FLUMC IS A WEAPONS-BULLYING-HARASSEMENT FREE ZONE.

CAMPERS CLEAN THE CABINS IN WHICH THEY STAY.

ATTENTION!
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Prairie Handspinners 
Annual Christmas 

Party and Gift 
Exchange in Billings 

- shared by Tammy J. 

Decked out for 
Christmas and 
cute as a button 
- with Sandy G.

With Heather, 
Katey P., 

Shannon K., 
Jennifer S., 

Sarah L., and 
Carol B. 

Co-Chair Heather J. at 
the head of the table with 
Shannon K.

Good friends, good hearts, 
great talents! - with Melina 

H. and Jo Anne S. 
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                     Eugene Textile Center 
               1510 Jacobs Drive 

                 Eugene Oregon 97402 
                541-688-1565 

                   www.eugenetextilecenter.com 

 
 

    Classes for January – December 2015 

 

Intro to Acid Dyeing 
Janis Thompson 
Saturday, January 31st  or  
Saturday, Dec. 19th 2015 
12 – 4 pm 
$50 + $12 Material Fee 

Explore the many ways to mix and apply acid dyes in the 
studio with an experienced dye mistress. We will address 
ways to apply dyes to various fiber preparations, based on 
what we want the outcome to be. Materials provided. 
Safety, formulas and stock solutions will all be discussed. 
 

 

Color Play on Cotton 
Janis Thompson 
Saturday, February 21st   
12 – 4 pm 
$50 + $12 Material Fee 

Learn some of the most popular techniques for applying 
Procion. MX dyes to cotton, linen and silk yardage. We will 
dye in a zip-lock bags. Stuff glass jars. Scrunch in trays and 
pleat for a variety of designs on cloth for all sewing projects, 
quilts, wearable and surface designs. 

 

Instant Indigo Dyeing and 
Shibori 
Barbara Setsu Pickett 
Saturday, March 7th  or  
Saturday, August 29th 
10 – 4 pm 
$80 + $45 Material Fee 

Learn the ‘green’ method for dyeing indigo blue with instant 
indigo crystals.  Dye natural fibers, cloth and yarns, such as 
cotton, bamboo, silk, wools, and handmade papers.  Learn 
basic shibori techniques of fold-and-clamp and binding.   
 

 

Lichen Dyeing 
Cheshire Mayrsohn 
To be announced  
12 – 4 pm 
$60 + $15 Material Fee 

Many colors can be derived from lichens including reds, 
purples and blues. The dye derived from lichen is colorfast 
and often requires no mordant. In the Pacific Northwest we 
live in a lichen rich environment, they are all around us. 
Each participant will get three silk scarves (premordanted) 
to dye. We will also dye wool yarn, both mordanted and 
unmordanted. 
 

 

Heat-Set Shibori, Textures 
On Silk 
Barbara Setsu Pickett 
3 Saturdays,  
April 4th,11th,and 18th    
10 – 4 pm 
$250 + $65 Material Fee 

Learn the resist techniques on the 1st Saturday.  Overdye the 
resisted fabrics with Washfast Acid Dyes on the 2nd Saturday.  
Heat set the resists using the bullet steamer and a dim-sum 
steamer on the 3rd Saturday.   
This on three consecutive Saturdays 

Dyeing  
Lichen Dyeing, to be announced
Color Play on Cotton/Cellulose. Saturday, February 21, 2015
Introduction to Acid Dyeing, Saturday, January 31, 2015
Instant Indigo and Shibori, Saturday, March 7, 2015
Heat-Set Shibori, Textures On Silk, April 4, 11 and 18, 2015

Spinning
Beginning Spinning, Saturdays, January 17 or March 14, 2015
Feast Art Yarns, Wednesday, March 11
Introduction to Spindle Spinning, Saturday, March 21, 2015  

Feltmaking
Bounce your wool into a Felt Vessel, Saturday, January 24, 2015
Funky Felted Cuffs, Saturday, February 15,2015
Mixed Media Felted Scarf, Wednesday, February 11, 2015 

Weaving
Inkle Loom Weaving, Saturday, January 10 or Thursday, April 30
Beginning Weaving, Wednesdays
January 7,14,21,28 or April 22, 29, or May 6,13, 2015
2-Day Learn to Weave, March 20 & 21, 2015
Beginning with Twills, February 13-14-15, 2015
Shimmering Colors: The Magic of Iridescence, Feb 

20-22, 2015
Creative Control of Color, March 28-29, 2015
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Safety, formulas and stock solutions will all be discussed. 
 

 

Color Play on Cotton 
Janis Thompson 
Saturday, February 21st   
12 – 4 pm 
$50 + $12 Material Fee 

Learn some of the most popular techniques for applying 
Procion. MX dyes to cotton, linen and silk yardage. We will 
dye in a zip-lock bags. Stuff glass jars. Scrunch in trays and 
pleat for a variety of designs on cloth for all sewing projects, 
quilts, wearable and surface designs. 

 

Instant Indigo Dyeing and 
Shibori 
Barbara Setsu Pickett 
Saturday, March 7th  or  
Saturday, August 29th 
10 – 4 pm 
$80 + $45 Material Fee 

Learn the ‘green’ method for dyeing indigo blue with instant 
indigo crystals.  Dye natural fibers, cloth and yarns, such as 
cotton, bamboo, silk, wools, and handmade papers.  Learn 
basic shibori techniques of fold-and-clamp and binding.   
 

 

Lichen Dyeing 
Cheshire Mayrsohn 
To be announced  
12 – 4 pm 
$60 + $15 Material Fee 

Many colors can be derived from lichens including reds, 
purples and blues. The dye derived from lichen is colorfast 
and often requires no mordant. In the Pacific Northwest we 
live in a lichen rich environment, they are all around us. 
Each participant will get three silk scarves (premordanted) 
to dye. We will also dye wool yarn, both mordanted and 
unmordanted. 
 

 

Heat-Set Shibori, Textures 
On Silk 
Barbara Setsu Pickett 
3 Saturdays,  
April 4th,11th,and 18th    
10 – 4 pm 
$250 + $65 Material Fee 

Learn the resist techniques on the 1st Saturday.  Overdye the 
resisted fabrics with Washfast Acid Dyes on the 2nd Saturday.  
Heat set the resists using the bullet steamer and a dim-sum 
steamer on the 3rd Saturday.   
This on three consecutive Saturdays 
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Three day Intensive 
Katazome 
John Marshall 
Tues-Wed-Thur 
June 2-4 
10 am – 4 pm 
$295 + $90 Material Fee 

 

This lively and compact course is designed as an intensive 
introduction to the traditional arts of katazome, Japanese 
paste-resist dyeing with stencils. An abundance of antique 
and contemporary samples will be presented to help 
participants understand the history and development of this 
versatile process. In addition, participants will be guided 
through the entire process of dyeing silk in the ancient 
Japanese traditions. The course includes making our own 
natural dyes, our own resist from rice and bran, carving and 
lacquering stencils from hand made mulberry paper and silk 
leno weave, and much, much more. Each participant will be 
able to leave with a completed length of silk suitable for 
clothing, quilts, or wall hangings. 
 
The materials fee includes silk, paste, stencil materials, dyes 
and all other consumable materials required. In addition, it 
includes the use of many of the artist's stencils, brushes, 
stretching equipment, and everything else needed in class. A 
DVD will be distributed during class with related recipes, 
graphics, and movie clips. 
 

 

Eco Print 
Janis Thompson 
Sat June 6th or 
Sat Dec 5th  
12 – 4 pm 
$50 + $15 Material Fee 
 

Using wild crafted twigs, ferns, flowers & various plant 
matter, we will bundle these things in a silk scarf, then 
simmer to "print" the pigments onto the fabric.  A 
wonderful gift! 
 

 

Colorhue Instant Silk 
Dyeing 
Barbara Setsu Pickett 
Saturday, June 27th    
10 – 4 pm 
$80 + $45 Material Fee 

Expand your knowledge of color theory.  Explore making 
unique tri-axial color scales.  Learn how to optically mix hues 
by layering and collage.  Delve into the differences between 
lustrous, iridescent and luminous effects.  Try space dyeing a 
mini-skein of silk yarn. 
 

 

Precision Sabraset Triaxel 
Dyeing 
Barbara Setsu Pickett 
Saturday, Sept 12th 
10 am – 4 pm 
$80 + $45 Material Fee 
 

Learn to dye wools and silks with Sabraset low-acid dyes.  The 
class will dye a triaxial color scale using 3 primaries to achieve 
a full spectrum.  Dye a silk scarf with your favorite hue.  Try 
dyeing a target color. 
 
 

 Felting  
 

 

 

Lets Build a Needle Felted 
Snowman 
Sarah Rambousek 
Saturday, December 13th 2014 
10am – 12 pm  
$25 + $5 Material Fee 
 

Let’s build a snowman! This is an introductory class to learn 
the basic techniques of needle felting. We will make 2 small 
items using wool, a two dimensional Christmas tree and a 
three dimensional Snowman. This is a fun and relaxing class 
to get you started needle felting. 
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Feb. 14-15, 2015 - Big Sky Fiber Arts Guild Win-
ter Retreat in Missoula 
Feb. 21-23, 2015 - Fibercraft Retreat at the Geiser 
Grand Hotel in Baker, OR. 
March 7-8, 2015 - Robyn Spady’s “Taming of the 
Hue” workshop in Helena. (See page 6 for more 
info) 
April 17-19, 2015 - Joan Contraman workshops 
in Billings - see page 18 for more info.
May 14-16, 2015 - Flathead Lake Camp Work 
and Play Retreat. Email hjgolds@hotmail.com for 
more information. 
May 15-17, 2015  - Fiber in the Forest
May 28-31, 2015  - NwRSA Conference in Taco-
ma Washington.
June 12 - 14, 2015 - Big Sky Fiber Arts Festival
June 23-26 - 2016 - MAWS 2016! - Fibers on 
the Flathead will be hosted by the Alpine Weavers 
and Spinners Guild.  The conference location is the 
newly renovated Flathead Lake United Method-
ist Camp at Rollins on the west shore of Flathead 
Lake. The website for the venue is http://www.flat-
headcamp.org/.
June 26-July 2, 2017 - The Victoria Handweav-
ers’ and Spinners’ Guild is joining with ANWG to 
host the 2017 ANWG Conference at the University 
of Victoria.
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Yellowstone Art Museum has a great class line up for 
this year. To sign up call museum 256-6804 or go 
on website http://www.artmuseum.org/education/
adult-education/ Any questions please call YAM or 
email lindas5252@yahoo.com
 
Painting with Chalk Pastels
Mike Caskey - Saturday, February 21, 2015, 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m.
 
Create with Silver Precious Metal Clay
Susan Germer - Saturday, March 21, 2015, 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m.

Fiber in the Forest
May 15-17, 2015

Register Now!

Enjoy three days of weaving, dyeing, spin-
ning, encaustic—and fun! Choose from a com-
prehensive workshop menu.

Fiber in the Forest is held at Camp Myrtle-
wood, a scenic rustic retreat located in the 
Coast Range off Highway 42, 40 miles west of 
I-5. Three-day workshops are taught by enthu-
siastic fiber teachers—with plenty of free time 
for hiking, talking, and enjoying the spring! 

Price includes room and board. Meals from 
Thursday night through Sunday Lunch. Hous-
ing is in dorm cabins Thursday night through 
Saturday night. You may bring trailers or tent 
camp the price is the same.

Materials fees will be paid directly to instruc-
tors. Color Camp with Janis Thompson; The 
Painted Skein with Janel Laidman; Encaustic 
for Quilters and Weavers with Lorriane Gless-
ner; and Beginning Weaving with Suzie Liles. 
Escape reality for three wonderful days explor-
ing new techniques, making new friends, and 
rejuvenating your spirit and creativity. Enjoy 
wonderful food and no dishes to wash! 

 
For more info and to register go to: http://

www.eugenetextilecenter.com/home/etc/
smartlist_136/fiber_in_the_forest.html

The Eugene Textile 
Center in Oregon has a huge 
variety of fiber classes. Visit 

www.eugenetextilecenter.com 
for current schedules 

and more fun stuff. See page 11 
for a sample of this year’s new 

class offerings.



From the Helena Weavers and 
Spinners Guild:

From the Desktop of the Roving 
Reporter for the Helena Weavers and 
Spinner Guild:

What a lovely time and educational 
opportunities we have had with the 
Guild in November. We met at the 
Grade School in Clancy to learn the arts 
of cloth ornament making with Gina 
Ziegler, metal ornament hangers cre-
ation with Laurel Orthmeyer, felt or-
nament making with Milly Dover, pa-
per basket making with Jan Nordwick, 
weaving ornaments with Sue Bawden 
and paper ornament making with Tru-
dy Moffett.

What awesome ideas and inspira-
tions for the holiday season that is 
upon us!!

Take a look at the pictures!
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Another musing from the desktop of 
the “Roving Reporter” for the Helena 
Weavers and Spinners Guild:

“Oh What Fun We Had at the Christ-
mas Party…”

Annette Cade’s home was the sight 
of the holiday party this year for the 
guild and what an amazing crowd that 
gathered to share stories, laugh, “eat”, 
and participate in the holiday gift ex-
change. It was truly a memorable ex-
perience.

The talent and artistry that the 
members have is outstanding. The gifts 
were so lovely and inspiring. Just take 
a look at some of the pictures.

Annette’s home was aglow with the 
holiday spirit and was decorated to ex-
press her love of family and friends. 
Thank you!



From the Bozeman 
Weavers Guild:

Patty 
Hunt 
shows 
off lovely 
varia-
tions of 
scarves 
created 
on the 
same 
warp in 
different 
weave 
struc-
tures.

An in-
spiring 
array 
of silk 
scarves 
dyed 
in the 
Shibori 
method 
by Elaine 
Nich-
ols at a 
MAWS 
work-
shop.

A lovely 
cocoon 
wrap by 
Emma 
Murter.

JoAnne 
Setzer’s 
innova-
tive “boa” 
scarf

A sumptu-
ous silk 
wrap by 
Melody 
Murter

Barb French presented some infor-
mation on Saori-style weaving. She 
shared a slide show of a variety of 
Saori-style weaving, as well as some of 
her own samples.

Saori-style fabric (left) woven for a bag 
and circular needle holder (right).

November meeting 
show and tell:
Mary Bartlo shares her beautiful 
jacket.

Pam Refling shares some scarves. She 
joked that one of them was a five year 
project because of sitting on the loom 
so long, but the next one on that warp 
was five years and one day because she 
got so inspired to weave again. 

JoAnne Setzer shows some of her “en-
try sentrees” created with recyled ma-
terials for the guild sale.

October	  meeting	  recap:	  
Our	  October	  meeting	  featured	  lots	  of	  great	  show	  and	  tell:	  	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	  	  	  	   	  
	  
	  

Patty	  Hunt	  shows	  off	  lovely	  
variations	  of	  scarves	  created	  on	  the	  
same	  warp	  in	  different	  weave	  
structures.	  

An	  inspiring	  array	  of	  silk	  scarves	  
dyed	  in	  the	  Shibori	  method	  by	  
Elaine	  Nichols	  at	  a	  MAWS	  
workshop.	  	  

A	  lovely	  cocoon	  wrap	  by	  Emma	  Murter.	   And	  a	  close-‐up	  of	  
the	  fabric.	  	  	  
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October	  program	  notes:	  	  Weaving	  Saori	  style	  
	  
Barb	  French	  (yours	  truly)	  presented	  some	  information	  on	  Saori-‐style	  weaving.	  	  
Saori	  is	  a	  free-‐style,	  “no	  rules”	  approach	  to	  weaving.	  	  Some	  of	  the	  most	  important	  
principles	  of	  the	  philosophy	  are:	  	  	  

• consider	  the	  differences	  between	  a	  machine	  and	  a	  human	  being;	  	  
• there	  are	  no	  mistakes,	  only	  “irregular	  perfections”:	  	  
• the	  appreciation	  of	  “beauty	  with	  lack	  of	  intentions”	  such	  as	  is	  found	  in	  nature	  
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> used as a tool to help us decide which workshops and seminars to present at 
> MAWS 2016. 
> 
> I have also attached a call for proposals and a proposal form for Montana 
> instructors for MAWS 2016. Can you please give these out to any teachers in 
> your guild, or include it in your newsletter? [attachment	  to	  be	  sent	  later	  –	  editor]	  

> Thank you, 
> 
> Teresa Knutson 
> Instructors Coordinator 
> MAWS 2016 
	  

November	  Meeting	  Show	  &	  Tell	  

We	  were	  so	  happy	  to	  have	  renewing	  members	  Mary	  Bartlo	  and	  Pam	  Refling	  join	  us	  at	  the	  November	  
meeting	  with	  some	  beautiful	  recent	  projects.	  	  

	   	  

Mary	  had	  just	  completed	  a	  jacket	  and	  Pam	  some	  scarves.	  	  Pam	  joked	  that	  one	  of	  her	  scarves	  was	  a	  five	  year	  
project	  because	  of	  sitting	  on	  the	  loom	  so	  long,	  but	  the	  next	  one	  on	  that	  warp	  was	  five	  years	  and	  one	  day	  
because	  she	  got	  so	  inspired	  to	  weave	  again!	  	  	  

	  

A	  close-‐up	  of	  Pam’s	  scarf	  
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Show	  &	  Tell,	  cont.	  

	   	  

	  

	  

Welcome	  new	  and	  returning	  members!	  	  	  

As	  mentioned	  above,	  Pam	  Refling	  and	  Mary	  Bartlo	  have	  renewed	  their	  memberships	  in	  November,	  and	  it’s	  
wonderful	  to	  have	  their	  involvement	  again.	  	  In	  December,	  another	  new	  member	  has	  joined	  us:	  	  Laura	  Heck,	  
who	  has	  been	  a	  friend	  of	  the	  guild	  for	  a	  while,	  decided	  to	  make	  the	  plunge.	  	  	  We	  are	  so	  happy	  to	  welcome	  
Laura	  and	  look	  forward	  to	  getting	  to	  know	  her	  better!	  

Happy	  Holidays	  to	  all	  and	  much	  weaving	  time	  in	  the	  New	  Year!	  

Submitted	  by	  Barb	  French	  

	  

JoAnne	  Setzer	  shows	  some	  of	  her	  “entry	  sentrees”	  created	  
with	  recycled	  materials	  for	  the	  guild	  sale.	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Carol	  Roehm	  fashioned	  jewelry	  bags	  out	  of	  handwoven	  
fabrics.	  
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Carol	  Roehm	  fashioned	  jewelry	  bags	  out	  of	  handwoven	  
fabrics.	  

Carol Roehm fashioned jewelry bags 
out of handwoven  fabrics.
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A very successful show and sale in 
2014! The word is in: our 2014 Annual 
Show and Sale was the best ever. Par-
ticipation was way up this year with 17 
members offering items for sale and 
many putting in time demonstrating 
and working the sale. 
JoAnne’s granddaughter in her new 
cape by Kay B.

From the Alpine Weavers and 
Spinners:
The theme for the year is “Tools of the 
Trade.”

Congratulations to Diana Blair for 
being published in Spin-off magazine. 
Diana Blair has been participating 
in the Spin-along fiber club, a new 
endeavor for the Spin-off Magazine. 
Participants get a kit of fibers ranging 
from sheep wool to alpaca to mohair 
to silk every 3-4 months. Then they 
do whatever ALPINE WEAVERS AND 
SPINNERS December 2014 Newslet-
ter they want with the fiber, posting 
information about their progress and 
results on the Spin-along forum. Di-
ana’s wrap-around scarf was pictured 
on page 4 of the Summer 2014 issue 
of Spin-off magazine and was also en-
tered at the NorthWest Montana fair.

Minutes of 2016 Conference 
Committee - November 19, 2014

Bookmark design was discussed 

with the following decisions –
- Save The Dates
- Fibers On The Flathead
- Flathead United Methodist Camp
- Pre-Conference Workshop with 

Robyn Spady, Sarah Anderson and Mari-
lyn Moore

- Weavers/Spinners/Basketmaking/
Jewelry

- Mawsonline.org/conference
Jane Kleinschmidt and Glenda Smith 

have agreed to finalize the design by ear-
ly February 2015 and be ready to print 
1000 by end of February. They need to 
be ready to mail to a Post Falls, ID Spin-
In event in March.

- ANWG Grant will be added to the 
timeline.

Local instructor contracts will be sent 
in May 2015 rather than January, 2015. 
The timeline has been updated.

Teresa K. will share Robyn Spady info 
with other guilds this month.

Our next $100 deposit check is due to 
the camp January, 2015.

Jill will look into buying 50 checks for 
the checking account for conference use.

Joan, Vicki, Teresa and Carole visited 
the camp to take room measurements 
and see the facility.

From the Missoula 
Weavers’ Guild: 

Bonnie Tarses has arranged for the 
Guild to display handwoven dishtow-
els and napkins at the Buttercup Cafe in 
April.

This lovely cafe is a great spot to show-
case our “kitchen textiles,” including the 
napkins we’re weaving for the Napkin Ex-
change.

Members can mark items for sale or 
not, as they choose.

Bonnie T. plans to hang the pieces in 
a “clothesline with clothespins” arrange-
ment.

A!very!successful!Show!and!Sale!in!2014!!

The!word!is!in:!!our!2014!Annual!Show!and!Sale!
was!the!best!ever!!!Participation!was!way!up!this!
year!with!17!members!offering!items!for!sale!and!
many!putting!in!time!demonstrating!and!working!
the!sale.!!Our!President,!Anita,!and!the!entire!sale!
committee!want!to!thank!all!participants!for!their!
dedication!to!making!this!a!very!successful!event!!!
A!final!report!by!the!sale!committee!will!be!
presented!at!the!January!meeting.!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!

!

!

!

!
!
From!top!left:!!Patty,!Anita,!Mary!and!Tina!all!work!
hard!on!set!up!and!organization.!
!
Above:!!A!happy!customer!!!Jo!Anne’s!granddaughter!
in!her!new!cape!by!Kay!B.!
A!beautiful!shop!full!of!handmade!treasures!!

January 2015 | Tromp as Writ 4

Bonnie Tarses says, “Here is what I did (well, 
am still doing) with the yarn that I bought 
from Mountain Colors (and I wove 4 scarves 
with the yarn that I dyed on our dye day). I 
am totally jazzed with how well their yarn 

works with ‘almost ikat.’ It was exciting to 
discover that one 4 oz. skein of Weavers Wool 
will make a warp 3 yards long and 6"-7" wide 
(just enough for a scarf ). I sett at 12 epi and 
used triple strands of un-knitted cashmere (1½ 

oz.) for the weft. It took me 4 hours to make 
a scarf from start to finish, although I had to 
take many breaks. I was able to make a scarf a 
day (most days) and ended up with 24 scarves 
for my holiday sale.”
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Scarves on Display

At right, detail of a selection of scarves Bonnie 
wove for the China Woods sale.
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Bonnie Tarses says, “Here is what I did (well, am still doing) with the yarn that 
I bought from Mountain Colors (and I wove 4 scarves with the yarn that I dyed on 
our dye day). I am totally jazzed with how well their yarn works with ‘almost ikat.’ 
It was exciting to discover that one 4 oz. skein of Weavers Wool will make a warp 3 
yards long and 6"-7" wide (just enough for a scarf ). I sett at 12 epi and used triple 
strands of un-knitted cashmere (1½ oz.) for the weft. It took me 4 hours to make a 
scarf from start to finish, although I had to take many breaks. I was able to make a 
scarf a day (most days) and ended up with 24 scarves for my holiday sale.”

Above, the detail of a selection of 
scarves Bonnie wove for the China 
Woods sale.

Send your 
guild news or 
newsletters to 
traceyhensen@
gmail.com for 

inclusion 
in the next 
newsletter!
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Joan Contraman to 
teach 3 workshops 

April 17, 18, 19
Sign up now for 3 different workshops from Joan Contraman 

from the Bitterroot. Joan has worked in fiber arts since 1970 and 
holds a BA in fine arts from the University of California at Davis. 
She is a recipient of the MAWS Living Treasure Award and is an 
accomplished spinner, weaver, knitter and dyer. Joan owns a 
small sheep ranch and delights in raising sheep for handspinners 
and developing domestic spotted sheep. Joan has operated her 
spinning fiber business, Crosspatch Creations, for the last 18 years. 
Her fiber blends are sold nationally. Joan will teach 3 workshops: 
(1)a dyeing cellulose fiber class, Dyeing a Handspinners Garden, 
on Fri. afternoon. (2) a fiber blending class on  (shared) drum 
carders and spinning of our blends, Sat. for 6 hours, How to Make 
Fiber Blended Variegated Yarns. (3) Spinning Locks, Lumps and 
Bumps on Sun. afternoon. Joan will provide all fiber and other 
supplies other than wheels and drum carders. Detailed class 
descriptions and supply lists are included below.  

COST:
 Fri 4-17 1-4 Dyeing a Handspinners Garden $30

Sat 4-18 10-4 Blending Variegated Yarns$45 
Sun 4-19 12:15- 3:15 Spinning Locks, Lumps and 

Bumps $30

MATERIAL FEES to be paid to Joan at workshops $20 

Workshops will be held at Yellowstone Art Museum, 
Visible Vault in Billings.  Contact Linda Shelhamer, 446 
Tabriz Drive, Billings, MT 59105 406-259-9160 shara@
bresnan.net with questions. 

Prairie Handspinners Workshop registration

Dyeing a Handspinners Garden Fri. 1-4 $30 _________
How to Make Fiber Blended Yarns Sat. 10-4 $45 _________

Spinning Locks and Bumps Sun. 12:15-3:15 $30 _________

Total  $________

NAME_________________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________
E-MAIL________________________________________________
PHONE________________________

Please make full payment for classes.

Please mail this form and payment to Prairie Handspinners, Sandy Gillitzer, 
28 Yellowstone Meadow Road, Park City, MT  59063 (406) 633-9833

(See class descriptions on next page.)
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Dyeing a Handspinner’s Garden  Fri 1-4
Participants will learn a fast way to choose color combinations and how dye adheres to cellulose fibers.  

We will be space dyeing both top and roving in the microwave using a technique Joan developed over 
the years. These techniques are foolproof and wonderful for not allowing colors to run together and get 
muddy during setting. Students will exploring all those wonderful cellulose (plant) fibers that are now 
available to the modern spinner, including: flax, ramie, cotton, bamboo, tencel, viscose and others. Each 
student will end the class with a good amount of these fibers to spin after the class. Students will receive a 
resource book list and a knitting pattern to use with the yarns spun from the fibers dyed in class. All fibers 
and dyes used in class are provided. 

How to Make Fiber Blended Variegated Yarns Sat 10-4
Joan has been producing blended batts and roving for handspinners for over 18 years. Learn some of 

her “tricks of her trade” to produce luxurious designer variegated yarns. First we will take a quick look 
at color and how colors work together when blended including colors that make colors “pop” and those 
that make colors recede or mute and combining shiny and matte fibers together and how to produce 
textured into your yarns. We work in teams with drum carders to produce lovely spinning batts. Students 
will receive a color resource list and bibliography and a knitting pattern to make a lovely shawl using 
the blends made in class. Each student will make their own custom variegated blend. All the blends will 
be shared with all the students. Students will review how they made their blend and what they like and 
dislike about their blend. Students will be given suggestions for spinning these blends and will begin 
spinning their samples in class. Students will be given roving or top to ply with their samples to make 
knitted shawl after class. Students will need to bring drum carders, if you have one. The guild has several 
available. Write on your registration if you can bring one. Students should bring their spinning wheels. 
Other helpful equipment would include: spinning wheel oil, extra bobbins and drive band.

Spinning Locks, Lumps and Bumps Sun. 12:15 to 3:15
Do you want to spin, large, highly textured yarns that rival those expensive French or Italian yarns you 

lust after in your favorite yarn shop? If so, this is the class for you! Students will explore spinning directly 
from locks to create a very fluffy, textured yarn. Not only will spinning directly from locks be explored, 
but also what happens when they are picked. Students will learn how to spin stubs and “pig tails”, if time 
permits.  Students will also spin a thin viscose single to ply with your purposely bumpy singles. Class 
will also discuss how these very textured yarns fit into knit, crocheted or woven projects. In addition to 
spinning samples in class, students will receive a kit that will include hand dyed wool locks, viscose and a 
complementary fiber blend and knitting pattern.

Just when 
you thought 

you’d seen it all...
You can now buy a 

sweater for a chair 
for a mere $1,714 

at http://www.mal-
furniture.com/shop/ 
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These photos were collected from Facebook. To submit your own creation or fiber news for 
MAWS newsletter publication please email it to traceyhensen@gmail.com.

Found on Facebook
Shared by Tammy Daugherty Jordan:

Getting together with a great group of ladies from the Prairie Handspinners Guild to 
demonstrate at the Wool Grower's Convention in Billings, MT on December 6th.

Shared by Steve McEwen:
A peek at some of the special orders from the guild and other goodies!
A Cherry Lazy Kate for Lendrum bobbins, a Walnut Lazy Kate for Maja Craft Aruora 

Bobbins and an assortment of Orifice hooks for wheel bling! I JUST LOVE SPECIAL OR-
DERS!

A Lazy Kate 
Special Order for 
Lendrum Bob-
bins. Made with 
Cocobolo.

This is a restoration of a CPW 
flyer I just finished. I take great 
pride in the ability of restor-
ing these grand ladies to their 
original design...BUT, I feel 
time has changed our culture 
and our needs. I also take 
great pride in the ability to 
redesign these grand ladies 
to work for today's artistic 
needs. I changed this flyer to a 
20:1 ratio(original speed) and 
a second 15:1 ratio for plying 
lace or finger weight yarns 
The bobbins were made to full 
capacity of the flyer to hold 
almost 3 oz. of material (give or take).
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Shared by Bonnie Tarses:
I don’t have a picture of the finished scarf, but 

even if I did, you would believe how amazing it 
feels and drapes. I sett at 15 epi (that’s weaving 
talk for 15 threads to the inch). The technique is 
called “Almost Ikat” --each thread of this fabulous 
painted skein of merino/silk yarn is individually 
lined up to create a pattern. The possibilities are 
endless! i can’t wait to play some more!

Shared by Linda Shelhamer:
Excited to have proof that an ancestor Emma 

Shelhamer Milner was a spinner!
My cousin found this photo of my great grand-

father’s sister, Emma Shelhamer Milner, at a 
great wheel spinning. I think it is about 1900 

because she was born during the civil war. Very 
excited about having proof an ancestor was a 

spinner.

Shared by Rickie van Berkum:
Here is my newest colorway: Distant Moun-
tains. It’s available in most of my yarn and 
fiber bases from my Etsy shop: www.etsy.
com/shop/RavenRidgeFiberArts/

Shared by Mokihana White: Spinning 
“Cedar Waxwing” on my Ladybug. 
Love this colorway!
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Happy New Year! We are offering a GIVEAWAY! If you post a photos of a Finished 
Object (FO) or Work In Progress (WIP) using Raven Ridge Fiber Arts yarn or fiber, 
you will be entered to win a free skein or braid of my yarn or fiber - your choice. You 
can post a photo here, in our group or in my Ravelry Group (http://www.ravelry.
com/groups/raven-ridge-fiber-arts) or you can email your photos to me (ravenridge-
fiber@gmail.com), and I will post them for you. All photos entered before midnight 
(Mountain Standard Time) on Jan 15 will be eligible. I look forward to seeing what 
you have done!

From Jennifer Rose G.: Here's my two WIPs for the January 
contest...The first is a hitchhiker (that I almost left by the side of 
the road - no one talk to me during the first hour of a new pattern...
frogged 4x!) in Lambent Hellroaring Creek. Yummy!!! I "posed" it 
outside in the snow to showcase my absolute fixation on these col-
ors. They make me sigh with contentment. The second is a Lolo 
that I am lo(ve)-lo(ve) ing! What a blast to knit...and addictive! 
Yarn is from my stash...Malabrigo Rastita in Archangel/Natural. 
And here's a bonus from Miss Lily, my youngest blasting through a 
scarf on my Flip. I'm so thrilled that my kiddos share my love of 
fiber!

From Mary 
Anne C.: The 
Lolo Shawl 
with Gray 
Granite and 
Huckleberry, 
a light yarn. 
The silk is 
giving it won-
derful depth. 

From Ellen C.: I am 
FINALLY remem-
bering to post my 
Raven Ridge fiber 
WIP: A scarf using 
the pattern called 
“Garden Gate” 
(Ravelry) in Rickie’s 
new colorway: 
Distant Mountains!

From Deborah B.: 
Looking forward to 
our trip to CO later 
this month which 
will involve looking 
for more RR yarns. 

A contest with beautiful results
In January, Rickie van Berkum of Raven Ridge Fiber Arts offered the following give-

away on Facebook and Ravelry:
This page and the 

next 2 pages are show 
some of the many 

awesome entries, as 
well as the winner. 
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From Shelley H.” 
Lolo Shawl

From Kjirstine P.: WIP - Lake Calhoun 
Wrap in Graceful, Mountain Bluebird. I 
love how this is coming out!

From Debbie O.: The start of a Lolo shawl - I can’t 
find the tags, but it’s beautiful Raven Ridge yarn 
from our fun Montana retreat!

From Judy G.: Here is my Lolo Shawl knit in Welcome in the 
Vixen colorway. I love it! I met Rickie this October at the 
Trailing of the Sheep Folklife Fair. Since then, I have 
amassed an impressive amount of Rickie’s yarn and fiber! It 
is my new favorite yarn. And the COLORS! Oh, my. 

From Mokihana W.: I just finished my cowl! It’s the Mikado 
Cowl on Ravelry and knit in glorious Mountain Bluebird. I 
am so in love with this and finally it’s cold enough here to 
wear it! The last photo shows the true colorway. 



MAWS Creating Teachers Database
MAWS is routinely asked for the name of teachers of weaving, spinning, dyeing and other 

fiber arts by its guild and others.  We want to create a spreadsheet of teachers names, addresses, 
emails, etc. so that we can send them out to MAWS members who are organizing classes.

Please send information about the classes you teach along with your address, phone number, 
email address to Linda Shelhamer, shara@bresnan.net  or mail to 446 Tabriz Drive, Billings, 
MT 59105. We will not be posting any addresses, etc. on-line without your specific approval. 
Any questions call Linda at 406-259-9160.
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From Deb E.: A scarf done in Pine Bark.

Posted by Rickie van Berkum: 
Our Giveaway winner is 
Emmy I., from Montana! I 
used a random number gener-
ator to choose among the 
many beautiful photos that 
were submitted. I loved seeing 
all of your projects! I hope 
you continue to post them. I 
contacted Emmy and she will 
be choosing her free skein of 
yarn. 

And the winner is...



Next Newsletter deadline is April 1, 2015.
Email articles to Tracey Delaney at traceyhensen@gmail.com

Or snail mail:   1016 W. Montana, Lewistown, MT 59457
Phone: 406-366-3738

Note: You can place quarter page paid ads for $15 an issue. 
Our newsletter reaches over 300 fiber artists. Contact Tracey Delaney: traceyhensen@gmail.com.

Montana Association of Weavers and Spinners (MAWS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Membership runs from November 1st through December 31st. Annual dues are $8 and include 

a newsletter subscription. To join MAWS, send dues to: Linda Shelhamer, 446 Tabriz Drive, 
Billings, MT 59105. She can be reached at 406-259-9160 or by emailing shara@bresnan.net. 

Donations to help offset expenses are gladly accepted and can be mailed to Linda.

Order of 
Rotation 
for MAWS 

Conferences:
Bozeman

Helena
Billings

Missoula
Great Falls

Alpine - 2016

Please check out the site at  www.maw-
sonline.org.  Your feedback is critical and 
much appreciated. Send your ideas on 
ways to improve the site.  Some of the 
links you find are still under construction 
but as time allows and information is pro-
vided – they will all be updated.  

Websites are a wonderful thing and 
a great way for MAWS members to stay 

connected but they do need constant at-
tention.  New photos, upcoming events, 
change of officers or duties updated 
contact information needs to stay cur-
rent.  Don’t forget to submit your guild’s 
newsletter if you have one. If your guild 
has a contact person – please send that 
information along to Kathy at ohern_1@
mawsonline.org.

MAWS Online

Dues policy for MAWS 
Guilds are encouraged to have the 

date their dues are due be October 1st 
so that MAWS dues could then be sent 
to Marian by November 1st. Thank 

you for your consideration.
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