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Winter Greetings!

I hope you are all cozy and tucked in for the 
winter with yarn, fiber, and inspiration enough 
to last through next spring’s last snow storm. 
And my sincere hope is that your winter’s fiber 
work helps you stay centered and hopeful in 
these very challenging and chaotic times.  

Have you seen the humorous pillow embroi-
dered with this quote: “Note to Self: I am doing 
the best I can with what I have in this moment.  
But I’m going to need more yarn.”?  Last Janu-
ary I swore off buying any more yarn until I had 
made an honest effort to “bust” my stash…a bit.  
My resolution lasted briefly, that is until I re-
discovered the miracle of 30/2 silk and became 
newly acquainted with silk’s less expensive cous-
in, Tencel.  The last hanging thread of my resolve 
broke as I was surrounded by the glorious silks 
in the Redfish Dyeworks booth at MAWS’ Sky’s 
the Limit conference at Big Sky!    

Greek author, Nikos Kazantzaki (nominated 
for a Nobel prize 9 times!) unwittingly described 
us Montana fiberistas, and I quote, uh, rather 
loosely:  “You have your brush [read shuttle, 
needles, wheel, …], you have your colors, you 
paint [read weave, knit, spin, felt…] your para-
dise, then… IN you go.”  So here I go “in” for the 
winter with a painted Tencel warp (see photo) 
and a shuttle full of burgundy silk!

In this time of Thanksgiving, I wish to express 
my deep gratitude to all you far flung MAWS 
members who support our organization in both 
large and small ways.  Your enduring friendship, 
generous contributions to our fiber world, time 
and effort planning and putting on conferences 

(Hello, 
Bozeman!  Hello, Helena!), vora-
cious appetite for educational workshops and 
continuing education, ALL combine to make our 
organization a fiber powerhouse!  Thank you all 
for being MAWS.

I weave on,

Susan Lohmuller

MAWS President’s Message



FOR SALE:I have my whole spinning 
studio for sale, am asking 5000.00. Single 
price.
I have many things in the studio.
3 spinning wheels, 2 drum carders , 2 

4harness jack loom
Set of. Combs, Flick Carder
3 sets of hand carders, 8 mahogany shuttles. Approximately 
8 fleeces machine processed
Approximately  8 fleeces ready to process or home process 
and spin, Approximately 35  raw fleeces ready to skirt, hand 
wash, 2 niddy noddys, 2 swifts

Fleece range from merino and finn to Romney and shetland. 
Ball winder, 3 scales.
Selection of alpaca, mohair, and silk, wensleydale, and other 
art fiber for plying.
11 bins of spun yarn, 27 drawers of parts, accessories of wool 
and bobbins, bits like scissors, tweezers.
A WHOLE and complete spinning studio. Ready for any one 
to start a their own Spinning studio. All goes, one price.
Jan Swesey
509 942 4018 
Richland Wash.
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FOR 
SALE!

UNION 36 FLOOR LOOM: 
This Union 36 loom began in 
Wisconsin and was shipped to 
me in Montana the 80s. I've 
made hundreds of rag rugs, 
place mats, and runners on it. 
Then my mother took over it and 
wove many more beautiful rag 
rugs when she spent summers 
with me. She collected (almost 
hoarded) fabric--some new, 
some antique, some old bed-
ding, chenille, and curtains. I've 
packed everything up and would 
like to sell this loom, the fabric, 
and supplies in one bundle. It's 
been stored in a dry and heated 
garage for about five years now.

This is a simple 2-pedal, 2- har-
ness loom made of wood and 
metal. All parts are in good 
condition and work well. This 
price includes about 6 shuttles, 

all the accompanying tools, at least 100 
pounds of fabric, about ten pounds 
of warp, and bench to sit upon while 
weaving. This loom is located in 
Whitefish, MT. Asking $1,250. Call 
or email Kris Kramer 406-862-2710, 
krikra@me.com.

4 SHAFT HARNESS LOOM WITH A SECTIONAL 
WARP BACK BEAM: 

I am representing a group in Oregon called the Dora Friendly 
Club, we have a floor model loom for sale.

Our little group is made up of local residents who support our 
local school students, library, senior center, welcome baskets 
and many more projects.  All proceeds from the sale of this 
loom go to support our programs the loom was donated by 
one of our members. We would like to sell it for $500. If it is 
not sold by the end of Dec. 2018 it will be donated to an art 
group as we need the space it is currently occupying. 

Anyone wanting more pictures or interested in this loom may 
contact me at this email address: 2baehm@gorge.net or my 
home phone 541-572-2696. 

Most Sincerely,
Beverly Baehm 
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Joyce Grierson Shepard 

 

Joyce G. Shepard passed away October 3, 2018 at Parkhaven 
Retirement in Manhattan, Montana, following a brief illness. 
Joyce was born in 1927 in Aberdeen, Ohio, to Frieda 
Brittingham and Bernard (Ben) Grierson. She attended 
college at Denison University in Granville, Ohio, obtaining a 
degree in Theater. Her love for drama followed her 
throughout her life. Joyce married Charles Yale Shepard in 
1950, and spent the next 30 years golfing, knitting, and 
raising her two boys in Dayton, Ohio. She was preceded in 
death by her husband in 1974. 

In 1980, Joyce followed her sons to Bozeman, Montana, 
where she found the lifestyle she was seeking. She worked as 
housemother at the Pi Beta Phi house on campus, and 
pursued classes in writing and fiber arts. She moved from the 

sorority house to a condo she set up as a fiber arts studio with looms, spinning wheels, and 
yarn, which were the focus of her activities for her remaining years. She was active in Spinners 
and Weavers groups in Bozeman. She was a volunteer at the Museum of the Rockies as an 
antique fabric preservationist under Margaret Wood and as a spinner at the Tinsley House, and 
at the Bozeman Symphony. Joyce brought her love of acting to various stages in Bozeman from 
1980 to 2005. During the past few years she was a dedicated founding member of the 
GeriActors group based at the Bozeman Senior Center. She loved bringing joy to retirement and 
nursing homes in Gallatin, Park, and Sweetgrass counties. 

Joyce is survived by her sons Brad (Mary Lennon) and John (Cheryl), as well as her beloved 
grandchildren Ben, Aaron (Erika), Sarah and Madison Shepard. In accordance with Joyce’s 
wishes, the family plans a private service. Memorials in Joyce’s name can be made to the 
Bozeman Senior Center or to Hospice of Bozeman Hospital. 

Joyce Grierson Shepard
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In January 2016 we promised to con-
tinue to review and monitor our 
Convergence® Leader compensation 
package. We've kept our promise.

 
We are pleased to announce at the 

October 2018 meeting of the HGA Board 
of Directors the Board agreed to increase 
the housing compensation for 
Convergence® 2020 Leaders who reserve 
their room at the blocked rate at a partici-
pating conference hotel. We hope you will 
find this improvement acceptable and 
competitive to similar conferences. Please 
see the table below for changes to Leader 
housing. 

 
Class Hours Taught
Previous Compensation
Approved Increase for 2020
25 or More Class Hours
NA
Six (6) Nights at 50%
19-24 Class Hours
Five (5) Nights at 50%
Five (5) Nights at 50%
13-18 Class Hours
Three (3) Nights at 50%
Four (4) Nights at 50%
7-12 Class Hours
Two (2) Nights at 50%
Three (3) Nights at 50%
6 Class Hours
One (1) Night at 50%
Two (2) Nights at 50%
 
 
The Handweavers Guild of America, 

Inc. (HGA) is now accepting proposals for 
seminars and workshops at HGA’s bien-
nial Convergence® fiber arts conference 
taking place July 24-30, 2020 in Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  

The Convergence® Leader Selection 

committee seeks a diverse selection of 
proposals. We are looking to offer our con-
ference participants a variety of beginner, 
intermediate and advance seminars and 
workshops from traditional fiber arts 
experiences to new, innovative and unique 
to Convergence®. 

 
Location:
 
Knoxville Convention Center
Knoxville, Tennessee, U.S.A.
Dates: 
July 24-30, 2020
Apply By: 
December 15, 2018
Selection Notice: 
by June 30, 2019
 Submissions will only be accepted 

online. Each Session must be educational 
in nature. It is not acceptable to use a 
Session to advertise a program, product or 
service for sale. Proposed Sessions will be 
evaluated on the following:

Overall quality
Originality of material
Relevance to the industry
Relevance and timeliness of the topic
Well-defined focus and objectives
Practical applications of material
Hands-on learning for immediate appli-

cation
Educator qualifications, including level 

of expertise and teaching/speaking expe-
rience

We hope you will make plans to join us 
in Knoxville for Convergence® 2020. Stay 
connected for more updates as they 
become available by following us on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and join 
our Covergence® Facebook Event. For 
more information about Convergence® 
and the Handweavers Guild of America, 
Inc., please visit our website, www.weaves-
pindye.org or call (678) 730-0010.

HGA Board agrees to increase 
Leader Compensation Package
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Daryl Lancaster 2 day workshop 
- Weave a Wardrobe!

Hold onto your seats, this 
is a whirlwind tour of creating 
great garments from handwo-
ven cloth. Starting with design 
inspiration, sett choices, sam-
pling and finishing the cloth, 
we will then move onto fitting 
garments, making a muslin, 
and then cover basic sewing 
techniques for handwoven 
fabrics. The second day will 
cover creative seam and edge 
finishes for handwoven fab-
rics and some terrific clo-
sures.

ALL LEVELS ARE 
WELCOME

Daryl Lancaster, a hand-
weaver and fiber artist known 
for her handwoven garments, 
has been sewing for more 
than 45 years. She gives lec-
tures and workshops to 
guilds, conferences, and craft 
centers all over the United 
States. The former Features 
Editor for Handwoven 
Magazine, she frequently con-
tributes to various weaving 
publications.

Cont.
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www.daryllancaster.com       
Students may bring garments for evaluation.

ENROLLMENT is unlimited - lecture format 

Handout fee is $20.00

WHEN: Saturday, June 1 - Sunday June 2, 2019

WHERE: Carroll College, 1601 N Benton Avenue, Helena, Montana, 59625

ACCOMMODATIONS
Overnight rooms available at Carroll College in suite style residence hall for 
$30.00 per night with a one-time linen fee of $8.00. The suites allow a shared 
living space, a small cooking space and a private bath with two vanities located 
in suite hallway. Each room locks individually within the suite. Most suites 
are 4 bedrooms but we have a few that are two bedrooms. We also have rooms 
specifically outfitted for handicapped access. Fees paid directly to Carroll College 
upon arrival. 

Please email info@HelenaWeaversandSpinners.org if you are interested in staying 
at the college.

DINING
Carroll College will be serving in their dining room:
Breakfast - $8.03, Lunch - $9.46, Dinner - $10.93.
Please email info@HelenaWeaversandSpinners.org if you are interested in meals 
at the college.

TICKETS
Cost of the 2 day workshop is $25.
Available online at:
https://HWSGhwsg7.eventbee.com/event?eid=173974632

or mail a $25 check to:
Helena Weavers and Spinners Guild
c/o Dawn Ahlert
PO Box 429
McAllister, MT   59740

Partially funded by Montana 
Association of Weavers and 

Spinners – MAWS.
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MAWS Board Meeting Minutes
MAWS met at the Montana City School and the 

meeting was called to order by Susan at 12:50.
Present were: Susan L, Melody M, Ruth T, Bonnie 

T, Joan G, Dawn E, Linda S, Sharon S, Anne K, and 
Gwen H.

Introductions and show and tell took place.  Old 
minutes were read by Susan and amended for clarifi-
cation regarding scholarships and living treasure ex-
penses.

Motion to accept made by Joan and seconded by 
Linda.

Treasures report followed: Bozeman Guild remit-
ted 1/2 of profits form MAWS Conference to our trea-
sury this  was 3173.00 and paid back the 1000.00 seed 
money.

Our balance current is 18,516.00 dollars.
Internet site manager Sharon S gave beautiful de-

tailed reports on site usage.
Joan G reported on HGA next conference is in Knox-

ville TN and 2019 is the 50th anniversary of HGA.
The deadline for instructors to apply to teach is De-

cember 15th.
Barb French gave detailed accounting of conference 

total gain was 6345.63 with half going to MAWS.
Other 1/2 to Bozeman guild.
New Bussiness:
It was suggested that MAWS cover the cost of Insur-

ance policy for host guild for the next MAWS confer-
ence this is tabled at this time and will be brought up 
at April meeting after some investigation into costs are 
made.

Location of MAWS venue was uniformly endorse to 
be continued to move among the guilds.

Ruth introduced the notion of having a committee 
of past hosts and our MAWS president in place to help 
current MAWS host guild.

The motion reads as follows:
Conference advisory committee  consisting of two 

past conference chairs and current MAWS president 

will be formed  to assist current conference planners.
Motion made by Joan and seconded by Melody.
Our two past conference chairs Barb F and Joan G 

agreed to participate in  the committee as did Presi-
dent Susan.

It was also brought up to have a permanent regis-
trar position for the conference for consistency of pro-
cess- this is tabled until April meeting.

Helena Guild update on next conference in 2020.  
Carroll College is in agreement for the date June 24-
27th. No other news to report. Looking for teachers.

Helena workshop update Daryl Lancaster lecture 
grant was awarded and the dates have moved to June 
1-2. Topic handwoven fabrics and garment construc-
tion.

News letter position and need for an 11th board 
member discussed.

Newsletter is four times a year.  At this time Sharon 
will see if she can manage both internet and newsletter 
productions she will get back to us. We will still need a 
new board member and this subject will be brought to 
the guilds by their members at large.

Committee formed to address newsletter are Sha-
ron, Linda, and Molly.

ANWG Chairperson for 2023: Ruth Terry has ac-
cepted the position and will contact ANWG.  Financial 
concerns were tabled until April meeting but the dis-
cussion was regarding 50% of profits going to the Bill-
ings spinning and weaving guild due to loss of MAWS 
and work load.

Living Treasure voting: This was a concern regard-
ing a sub committee vs whole board voting on the 
award. Policy Article 6 section E will be altered to al-
low the whole board to vote.

Molly made the motion and Dawn seconded the 
motion.

Next meeting will be April 13th 2019.
Meeting ajourned at 5:15.
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MAWS Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Linda Shelhamer 

10/4/2018
Account Balance

Bank Accounts
    Morgan Stanley 18,516
    S1 Savings 0
    S90 Checking 0
    TOTAL Bank Accounts 18,516

Asset Accounts
    Loan To Conference 0
    TOTAL Asset Accounts 0

OVERALL TOTAL 18,516

lksMAWSAccount Balances - As of 10/4/2018
10/4/2018 Page 1

10/5/2016- 10/5/2017-
Category 10/4/2017 10/4/2018

INCOME
    Conference share 0 3,173
    Donation 750 100
    Dues 2,458 2,970
    Misc Income 0 20
    SB Dividend 73 164
    TOTAL INCOME 3,281 6,427

EXPENSES
    ANWG Dues 0 35
    Board
        lunch 0 212
        travel 241 0
        TOTAL Board 241 212
    Living Treasure gifts 0 228
    Misc Expenses 20 20
    Newsletter Expense
        Newsletter Postage 77 98
        Newsletter Printing 153 164
        TOTAL Newsletter Expense 230 263
    Scholarships 0 450
    Stipend
        Newsletter Editor 700 700
        Treasurer 0 250
        TOTAL Stipend 700 950
    Unrealized Gain Loss -10 18
    Website
        Web stipend 200 300
        webhosting 155 180
        TOTAL Website 355 480
    TOTAL EXPENSES 1,536 2,655

OVERALL TOTAL 1,746 3,773

lksIncome/Expense Comparison by Category - Last 12 months
10/5/2016 through 10/4/2018 (Cash Basis)

10/4/2018 Page 1
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Happenings at 
Raven Ridge Fiber Arts

My Newest Colorway!

September’s 
Featured Project

Evidentia
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Submitted by Dona Fisher

Missoula Weavers Guild Show and Tell

Cont.
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Cont.
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Note: You can place quarter page paid ads for $15 an issue. 
Our newsletter reaches over 300 fiber artists. Contact Linda Shelhamer: shara@bresnan.net.

Montana Association of Weavers and Spinners (MAWS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Membership runs from November 1st through December 31st. Annual dues are $10 and include 

a newsletter subscription. To join MAWS, send dues to: Linda Shelhamer, 446 Tabriz Drive, 
Billings, MT 59105. She can be reached at 406-259-9160 or by emailing shara@bresnan.net. 

Donations to help offset expenses are gladly accepted and can be mailed to Linda.

Order of 
Rotation 
for MAWS 

Conferences:
Bozeman - 2018
Helena - 2020
Billings - 2022

Missoula - 2024
Great Falls - 2026

Alpine - 2028


