
  
                    Fall 2020 

Message from the New President… 

 
As the seasons change, so do our wishes and desires. Whether you are spinning, weaving, or knitting, there is 

no question you have a few projects running through your mind. I, for one, am happy to have finally put our 

garden to bed, stored our flowerpots and tomato baskets, and not feel guilty about being in the house more. As 

much as I love being able to dig in the dirt and reap the bounties of the garden all summer, I look forward to 

legitimately being inside and sitting behind my loom watching thread turn into cloth. 

There is no question 2020 has been an unusual year. Annette Cade is the longest-running conference chair! 

With Vision 2020 having to be postponed, she has graciously continued her work moving the Helena 

conference forward 2 years. As you might expect, some instructors have commitments during our new 

timeframe or have been teaching their classes online, so Annette and her committee are working to fill those 

slots with classes of high interest. 

ANWG is also needing to make adjustments to their conference schedule.  The Oregon conference is being 

pushed back, and Billings has disbanded their planning for an ANWG conference in Montana in 2023. Dawn 

Ahlert serves as Vice President of both ANWG and MAWS and will fill you in on the latest updates. 

The MAWS Board held their fall board meeting via Zoom in October. We are looking at ways to keep us all 

connected, albeit electronically, throughout the year. We have a committee looking at ways to share ideas and 

show and tell online, or in small, socially distanced groups. Look for more information in the upcoming months. 

I would like to thank our outgoing MAWS board members – Ann Keenan (Alpine), Anita Krueger (Bozeman) 

and Jaime Stevens, Secretary (Billings). I would also like to acknowledge the excellent job Joan Goldstein 

(Alpine) did as President during a trying year!!! And as we fondly say farewell to our outgoing board, we 

welcome our new board members – Alanna Strong (Alpine), Lisa Brown (Bozeman), DC Ahlert (Helena), Liz 

Tritthart, Internet Coordinator (Bozeman) and Heather Johnson, Secretary (Billings). Those continuing in their 

roles on the Board are also appreciated. We have a strong group of like-interested leaders with different ideas 

to hold us all together. 

Keep creating – study the newsletter – visit the new website – and don’t forget – we are all in this together!!!  

Sharon Schroeder 
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Drawloom Weaving: An introduction to warping and weaving on a 

drawloom by Joanne Hall, second edition 

 

Drawloom weaving is having a resurgence.  Not only is it a lot easier 

than warping and weaving on a floor loom with a lot of shafts and 

treadles, but the design possibilities are unlimited.  And, most of the 

weaving is done with only 4, 5 or 6 treadles. 

 

Recently I have had many requests around the US for teaching 

drawloom weaving for shops and in weaver's studios.  I have been 

teaching drawloom weaving in my studio for about 25 years and during 

that time, I had developed handouts for my classes. 

 

I decided that my teaching materials had become too cumbersome 

and so needed to be printed.  Now a new edition has been printed to 

include many more pages. 

 

There is a lot of new information, including Mary Jean Martin’s double 

weave coverlet, information on summer and winter, Beiderwand, lace 

and other weave structures. 

 

I am indebted to my students and other weavers who participated in 

this project by providing photos and information about their drawloom 

projects. 

 

This new edition is available from Glimakra USA in Eugene Oregon. 

 

         
    Mary Jean Martin of Helena, MT             Vest woven by Allison Grove of  

       weaving her double weave                  Townsend, MT.  On exhibit at the 

        coverlet on her drawloom.                      Holter Art Museum. 
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A Letter from Bonnie Tarses… 

Dear Weavers,  

2020 marks my 60th year of weaving. Every 10 years on this weaving journey, the Weaving Goddess bestows a gift. 

Everything I have accomplished in weaving is an expression of these gifts.  One of the great life lessons, I learned 

through weaving is “there is no mistake you cannot fix if you take the time”. Unweaving is one of the great powers of 

weaving, but I believe this power exists beyond the loom. All year long, I have waited and wondered what gift 

awaited me.   

In this time of great chaos and divisiveness, a miracle has happened, providing an opportunity for healing, closure and 

unity. After 46 years, the unsolved murder of Siobhan McGuinness in Missoula has been solved.   

Many of you may not have connected Bonnie Tarses to Siobhan McGuinness since I reclaimed my maiden name in 

1973 when I divorced, 5 months prior to Siobhan’s death. People who knew me then, of course, know the story, but I 

was gone from Missoula for 30 years where I underwent every kind of therapy and healing modality available. During 

that time, I was also inspired by the Dalai Llama who had experienced loss on a scale beyond imagining. Despite the 

loss of an entire country, he is a happy person. I believed if the Dalai Llama could be happy, so could I, and I slowly 

wove my life back together from the shreds of agonizing devastation  

I returned to Missoula 10 years ago in an attempt to pick up the threads of my life and help to extend healing to my 

ex-husband and our circle of friends from back then. I created Siobhan’s Grove at the Buddhist Garden located just 

North of Arlee. One hundred people gathered on May 21, Siobhan’s birthday. It was beautiful and so healing. The 

dedication entitled HEALING THAT WHICH CANNOT BE HEALED speaks to the unhealed place inside us all.  

The police detective suggested I have a spokesperson read my statement to serve as a barrier from unwanted 

publicity, but that doesn’t mean that all of my friends and colleagues should stay away.  

I have spent 46 years living with an unspeakable loss!  When I tell someone about Siobhan, instead of comfort and 

empathy radiating from the person to me, I see shock and a clear expression “Oh my god! What if that happened to 

my child!”  I end up having to comfort you! It happened 46 years ago, and it is happening with every call now.  

I know it feels impossible to know what to do or say which is why I am writing this letter.  

One of the things that really helped me, was that I always believed Siobhan’s killer was a serial killer named Wayne 

Nance, who had murdered several people around that same time period and was killed in 1986 as he was attempting 

to kill Doug Wells and his wife. I was able to pour all of my hatred into Wayne, and finally reach a place of 

understanding and acceptance. I had achieved closure already, so the news about Richard Davis had a very different 

effect upon me! My thoughts were mainly of the Davis family, Steve and Oona, and Missoula. Several of my friends 

said to me, “It is such a relief to know that Siobhan’s killer was not someone from Missoula who is still living among 

us.” That had never occurred to me, since I believed in my heart that Siobhan’s killer was long dead.  

So now all of my energy is focused on creating Siobhan’s Garden in Missoula as a path of healing.  Let me tell you a 

little about the plans for an urban rooftop sculpture garden right in the middle of downtown Missoula. Many of you 

may be familiar with the Zootown Arts Community Center (ZACC),  located at 216 W. Main St. It is hub of art, culture 

and learning for children and adults. When they remodeled the old Studebaker dealership, the rooftop garden was 

never completed, but the plans are already drawn!  It is as if it has been waiting for Siobhan’s spirit to rest there. In 

such a divisive time¸ Siobhan’s Garden is project around which everyone can unite! If you want to support me, 

support healing the community, you can make a tax deductible contribution to the Honoring Siobhan campaign. Even 

if you can’t make a contribution at this time, you can send this link, https://www.classy.org/campaign/honoring-

siobhan/c308673 to those you know with a little story about how you are connected to me and why it is important to 

support Siobhan’s Garden.  

 Continued on page 4 
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One of the things I do in addition to being a textile artist, is to fold origami cranes. There is a tradition that if one folds 

1000 cranes, string them on a string and give them as a gift, a wish is granted. I have folded 5000 cranes since the 

beginning of the pandemic. I am about to fold 1000 cranes for the family of Richard Davis with the wish they find 

peace and closure. If any of you are interested in participating in this project. Please contact me.   

Just in case the above letter leaves you in a quandary, I have provided a list of things you can do that will let me know 

you are thinking of me and you are sending love and support. The list is meant only as a suggestion in case you don’t 

know how to approach me but want some ways that will bring a smile to my face. I send love to you all, and please 

know that MAWS played a key role in my healing. I don’t know if any of you remember my keynote address of 2002? 

That address marked the first time I ever openly spoke about Siobhan.   

1. Write and ask me a general weaving question or life question. 

2. Send a picture of what you are weaving. 

3. Order a horoscope packet and weave a color horoscope weaving 

4. If in Missoula and shopping at GFS, Ace Hardware, or pharmacy, ask if I need anything. 

5. Drop off a gluten free baked treat 

6. Send me movie recommendations 

7. Send me a copy of your favorite book 

8. Send me a link to a favorite feel good film on Netflix or Amazon 

9. Start collecting old Rand McNally road atlases and food can labels for my future origami projects 

10. Indulge my fondness for homemade applesauce, apple or pear butter, pickles etc. 

11. Flowers 

 

Weave On and Stay Connected! 

Bonnie 

 

 

 

  

 

One thing about weaving is that 
there is a lot of yarn waste. I often 
just make dryer balls. Since this 
handspun yarn is not 100% wool, it 
probably won't felt. So, I decided to 
try to recycle some by hand 
carding it. It's a 2 ply yarn. I cut the 
yarn into 2 - 6 inch pieces and 
unplyed them before carding. 
 
Submitted by Shelley 
Hunter,  Stevensville. Big Sky 
Fiber Arts Guild, Inc. 
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Farm-to-Fashion:  a Montana Fiber Story 

Plans for the Farm-to-Fashion Show, a launch event for Montana Fibershed, are underway.  Montana Fibershed is 

dedicated to strengthening our Montana fiber economy through a grass-roots effort to connect fiber producers and 

consumers. You are invited to participate from the beginning of this grass-roots movement. Envision a garment or 

accessory that you can create from Montana raised or grown fiber to debut at the Farm-to-Fashion Show next fall.  

Consider the collaborations you may form and the conversations that will strengthen your links to the local fiber 

supply chain. The goal of this event is to educate the public about Montana’s fiber resources and the multiple benefits 

of crafting clothing from local, natural fibers.  

It will be inspiring to hear the stories of connections made between farmers, producers, knitters, weavers, sewers, 

felters, designers and creators of all stripes in bringing truly made-in-Montana textiles to fruition.   We can’t wait to 

see and touch the garments, and hear the stories of you all, the Montana makers! 

The Farm-to-Fashion Show was originally planned as an event during the July 2021 WARP conference in Bozeman. 

That conference has been cancelled, so the event date will be rescheduled for next fall.  Further details TBD.  

The Montana Fibershed steering committee has developed a questionnaire to obtain resources and contact 

information for fiber producers, processors, makers, and users.  It will be sent out via email shortly, so please take 

time to fill it out and return it. As the questionnaires are returned, the resource information will be published on the 

Montana Fibershed website, which is almost ready to go live, www.montanafibershed.org . If you do not receive an 

email questionnaire, you will find the link at our website, as well as the Farm-to-Fashion Show application form.   

Thank you for helping us to build a complete and accurate database of our very wonderful and diverse Montana fiber 

economy.  We so look forward to connecting with you.  Please contact members of the steering committee at 

montanafibershed@gmail.com with any questions that you may have.   

Best wishes to all, as we continue our fiber journeys!  

Dorinda Dutcher 

LaVonne Stucky 

Joan Thullbery 

Allison Grove 

Barb French 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        

Rug woven with 100% Lincoln X wool                           Hats and scarf knit with 13 Mile Organic Wool,                                         

from Bar Quarter Circle Ranch, Bozeman           Bozeman 
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Joanne Hall Held an Email Weaving Class for the Helena Guild 

 
Instead of being discouraged when COVID eliminated our guild's ability to meet, I decided to offer a class by 
email. It would give us all a way to participate in a guild program at a time when we are staying home. 
 
The participants only needed to be able to receive and send messages with photos and attachments, be able to 
send messages to all the participants and have a copy of my book, “Learning to Warp your Loom.” 
 
I hoped that most would follow along and weave at home.  Those who could not weave, could save the messages 
for when they had the opportunity to weave. 
 
After hearing some requests from the group, I selected two weaving projects, one for table looms and one for 
floor looms. A local weaver offered to order any supplies they might need. I had previously designed these two 
projects as weaving kits and I had designed them to be easy to warp and weave.  All the instructions were on 
line. One was a wool blanket woven double width.  Those with wide looms could weave it wide instead of double 
width.  The other project was four towels, suitable for weaving on a table loom.  They could chose the towel 
project in the warping book, or one of the other towels from the kits on the website. 
 
I started by having everyone introduce themselves and if possible, send a photo.  I encouraged them to send 
messages showing their progress. Not everyone wants to do this, but enough of them did so I was able to 
include their experiences as part of the class. 
 
I sent periodic messages with instructions over a period of 7 weeks. Having the information on line and in the 
book was very helpful.  I frequently added suggestions from my own experience and I tried to include information 
that worked for all the different looms the weavers were using. 
 
I finished with the basic instructions just recently.  Some are completing their projects.  Some who had less time 
are still warping or weaving.  One weaver is using this program as part of her schedule for 
home schooling her granddaughter. I have enjoyed the communication with our guild members at a time when 
we cannot get together. 
                     

                    
In this photo, Kathy is beaming                                       Kathy begins weaving.                                                     Kathy’s finished blanket. 
her warp using bricks for weights  

                                                                     
                                          Annette showed us her blanket.                                        Mary sent us a photo of threading her Bergman loom.       
                                She is weaving the full width of a wide loom.                   One unique feature of the Bergman loom is that the warp beam sits high. 



 

MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF WEAVERS AND SPINNERS 

Minutes of the Meeting of 10/17/2020 

Held via Zoom on the Internet 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order by President 

Sharon Schroeder at 10:00 am via Zoom.  Members 

responding included Alanna Strong, Dawn Ahlert , 

Joan Goldstein, Melody Murter, Annette Cade,  

Barbara French, Linda Shelhamer, Lisa Brown, 

Elizabeth(Liz) Tritthart, Ruth Terry,  Molly 

McKinnon, Denise(DC) Ahlert, and Heather 

Johnson.  Not present were Marian Stratton, and 

Gwen Haferkamp.  All those present gave a short 

history of their fiber lives and expressed  what they 

appreciate about MAWS. 

 
Since Jamie Stevens resigned, a plea for someone 
to take minutes was made.  Heather Johnson 
offered.  Somehow this ended up in a motion for 
her to be secretary, which she agreed to.  A vote 
was taken and approved. 
 
Sharon expressed "Thank You" to the past board 
members, Ann Keenan (Alpine), Anita Krueger 
(Bozeman),  and Jaime Stevens (Billings)and to the 
new board members Alanna Strong (Alpine), DC 
Ahlert (Helena), Lisa Brown (Bozeman), Marian 
Stratton (Great Falls), Liz Tritthart (Internet 
Coordinator, Bozeman), and Heather Johnson 
(Secretary, Billings). 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes from the 4/4/20 email meeting were sent out 
earlier today. No corrections were offered.  Molly 
moved to approve the minutes, Alanna seconded.  
Motion carried. 
TREASURER'S REPORT: 
Linda gave the treasurer's report for 9/30/19 through 

9/30/20.  There was a profit of $443.  The president  

also gets the statement.  Linda estimated dues for the 

2020-2021 will be approximately  $1250 (-$505 due to 

some guilds not meeting regularly, therefore not 

collecting dues.) 

Tammy proposed for a way to pay dues be added to the 

website.  Liz recommended for MAWS to get a PayPal 

account.  A motion was made and approved for Linda 

and Liz to work together to get a PayPal account and 

add it to the website. 

A discussion about some guilds opting not to pay dues 

followed.  Bozeman's Weavers Guild, Big Sky Fiber Arts, 

and Prairie Handspinners Guild will be collecting and 

paying dues as usual.  Missoula Weavers Guild offered 

dues to be optional.  Annette shared that the Helena 

Guild extended membership for free and is collecting 

MAWS dues separately. 

Alpine voted to have a "no dues year," but still intends 

to pay Maws dues for members. 

MAWS does have certain expenses (web site domain 

and hosting, plus stipends for Treasurer, Newsletter and 

Internet) that will be paid regardless of whether 

meetings are held. 

It was noted that new members are being added during 

Covid and ideas proposed to keep members in touch 

with other guild members. 

OUTREACH NEEDED: 

Discussion of how to reach out to guilds and guild 

members: 

 Tammy suggested a once a month Spin Together on 

Zoom.  Also reported that a California knitting guild 

is doing a mystery Knit-a-long. 

 Liz noted that HGA is the largest guild in the nation 

and are having the largest financial loss.  She shared 

that they are learning, trying Zoom on one level 

with Facebook Live...noted that there are expenses 

involved. 

 Liz suggested we think bigger to reach a larger 

audience: 

o  Offer a Free pass to learn something new 

o Set up a moderator, offer content, record it 

and use it again 

o HGA now is developing content instead of 

planning Convergence 

 Annette noted the Helena guild has 3 on-going 

classes: 

o Joanne is teaching beginning weaving 

class.  Three people have completed 

one project. 



o Mary Jean Martin is leading the block 

class 

o Millie Dover is leading the crackle 

workshop 

2. They are developing a website with tips, 

pointers and demonstrations 

 Sharon suggested developing a committee to 

develop ideas for outreach.  Linda reminded that 

some guilds were more "techy" than others, had 

members that were less prone to volunteer,  and 

suggested we need a statewide project.   

o It is important to communicate with the 

guilds 

o Schedule a few things 

 Spin ins 

 Mini-workshops 

 Linda suggested the $1000 grants could go towards 

technical support. 

It was concluded that there would be a small committee 

to pursue options for outreach.  Members include Liz, 

DC, Tammy, and Heather.  A meeting will be set-up in a 

month or two, with the goal to offer some programs in 

January.  Linda noted that all offerings should be put on 

the website, on Facebook and in the newsletter.   Some 

suggestions were: 

  Using a weaving calculator by Liz 

 Spinning technique by Tammy 

 Spin-a-long/Knit-a-long by Linda 

 Tammy will extend a spin-a-long to MAWS for 

November 

 Melody commented that MAWS needs to have 

their own content 

 DC suggested incorporating more fun and 

humorous offerings, also learning from your 

mistakes 

 Open forum, i.e. Show and Tell 

 Ask MAWS members interested in presenting 

MAWS is currently using Tammy's Zoom account.  The 

question was asked, "Should MAWS have a professional 

account?"  Liz noted that the cost could start at $29.  

She also noted that combining Facebook Live and Zoom 

decreases the cost of Zoom.   

DC shared some ideas she learned to get people 

motivated in  the time of Covid.  She offered these 

general points: 

 Take time to listen 

 Increase communication, i.e. more on the 

website 

 Give them some work to do, offer inspiration, 

offer prizes 

 Show appreciation 

BEWARE OF PHISHING SCHEMES: 

MAWS wanted members to be reminded to be wary of 

phishing schemes...Do NOT buy gift cards for MAWS 

that appear to be requested by board members!!! 

Liz reminded those present that MAWS needs role-

based addresses instead of independent email 

addresses to protect from online crime. 

VISION 2022: 

Annette contacted Caroll College to schedule 2022 on 

the last weekend of June, June 21-26. (Hopefully not 

during Black Sheep Fiber Fest.) 

MAWS needs to re-contract with instructors, changing 

some of offerings since some instructors are now 

teaching those offerings on line. 

New Committee members for Vision 2022: 

 Annette Cade, Chair 

 Allison Grove, Vice President  

 Mary Bradford, Registrar 

MAWS 2020: 

Sharon praised the committee for refunding payments 

in a timely manner! 

Lisa Brown noted that the RSVP program made the 

registrar's job much easier! 

ANWG 2023 UPDATE: 

Sharon and the MAWS leadership recognized all the 

hard work Ruth Terry and the ANWG 2023 committee 

did to plan the 2023 event including  choosing  a venue.  

We are all sad to see it cancelled! THANK YOU LADIES 

FOR ALL YOUR HARD WORK! 

ANWG shifted the states offering the next few 

conferences : 

 2023 Oregon 

 2025 Washington 

 2027 Montana (Montana MAWS members were 

hesitant to agree since many of our members are of 

retirement age and the recruiting of new members 

wanting to volunteer are few.) 

BYLAWS/POLICY  REVISIONS: 

Changes proposed by Joan and Molly: 

 Add Vice President 

 Secretary 

 Past President transitions to Board Member  

after term completed 



 Change verbiage from "Conference" to 

"General Meeting" to reflect 2020. 

Questions posed: 

 How do we deal  with cities with more than one 

guild? Do the 2 guilds communicate? 

 What do we do with nominations on the floor  

of  the  meeting if 2 people apply? 

 How do we infuse new energy with new 

members? 

 What constitutes an affiliated guild? 

 How are members-at-large chosen?  Do they 

have to be from a guild?  In Montana, members 

like Gwen may not be affiliated with a guild due 

to their remoteness. 

 Because of size of Montana, do we need to 

depend on the Website, Facebook and the 

newsletter to recruit new members? 

 Is MAWS entirely dependent on guilds? 

  What about guilds that are not officially a 

weaving and spinning guild, like Big Sky Fiber 

Arts?  They were very much involved in the last 

Missoula MAWS conference. 

Suggested wording for changes to the by-laws: 

 Increase from 6 to 7 members : Billings, Helena, 

Bozeman, Missoula, Alpine and 2 at large 

Suggested changes to Policy: 

 Currently, "Newsletter may be distributed by 

email for 2 years after dues expire."  Changes 

are that the newsletter will be available on the  

MAWS Facebook group and via a link on the 

website. 

INTERNET UPDATE: 

Sharon thanked Liz for volunteering to handling IT for 

MAWS! 

Currently , Liz states the website is busy and looks like a 

newsletter.   She suggests: 

 different categories to make it easier to  

navigate.  

 Google analytics to evaluate what pages are 

visited and what are not. 

 Use a pattern that younger users are used to. 

 As digital content is developed, we can change 

it. 

 Venmo vs. PayPal, Venmo has no charges, 

PayPal does have fees. 

Request that guilds submit guild information to be put 

on website. 

Liz will develop a prototype website model  to propose 

to the Board. 

Liz's experience includes computer science engineer, 

degree in fine arts, technical support, solutions expert, 

and research and development with recent technical 

expertise.   

Thank you again Liz for stepping up to this challenge! 

 

NEWSLETTER UPDATE: 

The quarterly newsletter is more important with the 

Covid crisis! Tammy needs deadlines for accepting 

content. She requests 15 days to put the newsletter 

together.  Content deadlines will be:  

 February 1 for  February 15 newsletter 

 May 1 for May 15 newsletter 

 August 1 for August 15 newsletter 

 November 1 for November 15 newsletter 

To be included in the newsletter are: 

 Upcoming events 

 Minutes from meetings 

 Classified ads 

 Newsletter blurb 

 Motivation during Covid 

Be sure notification of ANWG 2023 is included in 

newsletter and 2023 is being planned by Oregon ANWG 

committee. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Call for virtual instructors for MAWS. 

Listings for events, offerings, etc. 

Website needs to include member guilds and non-

member guilds (i.e. Lincoln Fiber Arts, Lewistown, Ennis, 

Idaho Falls) who will not be included in the conference 

rotation. 

Badge for MAWS event with a link back to our website. 

GOING FORWARD: 

Next meeting January 23, 2021 at 10am  

Meeting about outreach within 60 days, not knowing 

how Thanksgiving and Christmas may impact timing 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 1:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Heather Johnson 

Secretary 

 

 

 



 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

MAWS Account Balances – As of 3/24/2020 

Account            Balance 

 

Bank Accounts        

 Morgan Stanley           19,648 

 S1 Savings                    0 

 S90 Checking                    0  

TOTAL Bank Accounts       

 

Asset Accounts 

 Loan to Conference          0  

TOTAL Asset Accounts          0 

               

OVERALL TOTAL           19,648 

     

Category      10/01/2018 -    10/01/2019 -  

        09/3082019   09/30/2020  

INCOME  

   

Donation       200     0       

Dues        2,790     2,520       

Misc. Income       30     20       

            SB Dividend       227    259   

TOTAL INCOME       3,247    2,799   

 

EXPENSES                  

ANWG Dues       35     70     

Board         

 Travel       121     0    

TOTAL Board       121     0   

Conference       200     0     

Grants Conference      1,000     0     

Grants Guild      250    0 

Living Treasure gifts     50     0     

Misc. Expenses      120     20     

Newsletter Expense         

     Newsletter Postage      58     35 

     Newsletter Printing      150     388           

TOTAL Newsletter Expense     230    423    

 Stipend         

     Newsletter Editor      525     700         

     Treasurer       250     250           

 TOTAL Stipend       775     950     

 Unrealized Gain Loss      -155    7    

 Website         

     Web stipend      0     500        

     Webhosting       0    386          

 TOTAL Website      0    886       

 TOTAL EXPENSES      2,577    2,355 

                 

            OVERALL TOTAL      670    443   



Maws Newsletter Editor, Tammy Jordan writes for Ashford Wheels & Looms 

Last year, I was fortunate enough to meet Richard and Elizabeth Ashford of Ashford Wheels & Looms at the 

Southeastern Animal Fiber Fair (SAFF) while I was teaching at the festival.  To say they are some of the most 

wonderful people is truly an understatement.  While in their booth, Elizabeth and I struck up a conversation, 

and before I knew it, she had asked if I would be interested in writing an article for their “The Wheel” magazine.  

It’s a publication that goes out worldwide to over 40,000 subscribers!  Of course, I said yes, and went to work 

on an article on lace spinning as she and I had talked about. 

I spun the fiber, designed the pattern, and I knitted the garment, all of which were photographed and featured 

in the magazine. It’s been an amazing experience and everyone at Ashford has been wonderful to work with. 

I’d like to give a big shout out to Deb Essen.  She had encouraged me back in 2016, at the time I was going 

through the Montana Artrepreneur Program to write for fiber magazines as it would bring together my two 

passions… my love of fiber and writing.  She gave me lots of advice, and while it took a little time to find my 

footing and meet the people who would appreciate what I had to say, I finally achieved something I’d been 

dreaming of for some time.  

Below are a couple of photos of the magazine and my work that’s in it.  If you’re interested in receiving your 

own copy of the magazine, please visit the Ashford website to subscribe. 

Happy Spinning! 

~Tammy 

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guild News, Happenings, and Information 

To see what happening or to get in contact with a guild near you, please visit our website 

for contact information and specific guild happenings at: 

https://www.montanaweavespin.org/guilds-grants 
 

Montana Association of Weavers & Spinners (MAWS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  The annual 

membership fee is $10 and is due by October 31st. The membership year is January through 

December. You can join through your local guild or as an as an individual if you do not belong to a 

member guild.  Dues include your newsletter subscription.  To join MAWS, please send dues to: Linda 

Shelhamer, 446 Tabriz Drive, Billings, MT 59105.  She can be reached at 406-259-9160 or by emailing 

shara@bresnan.net. 

Donations to help offset expenses are gladly accepted and can also be mailed to Linda. 

 

https://www.montanaweavespin.org/guilds-grants
mailto:shara@bresnan.net


Classifieds 

Do you have a fiber-related item to sell?  As a member of MAWS you are able to post your items for 

sale. (Non-members will be required to pay a fee of $10 per classified ad along with one photo).  Please 

send the information, along with any photos to Liz Tritthart.  Items will be posted for 60 days. Also, 

please let Liz know if your items sell so we can keep the website and newsletter content page current. 

We appreciate your cooperation!  

 

FOR SALE: Contact Molly McKinnon mckinnonmolly5@gmail.com 
1.  Howard Brush Triple Drum Carder from Paradise Fibers:  fine, 90/120.  Rarely used.  $250.  
2.   An Ashford Jumbo flyer with 4 bobbins.   $120. 
3.  An Ashford Country Spinner, for oversized or novelty yarns.   $250. 
 
 
FOR SALE:  Contact Pam at 307.858.0032 or at rockintheriver@hotmail.com  
Baby Wolf Loom Studio Starter Setup, Schacht Baby Wolf Floor Loom – 4 shaft with accessories: 1” Maple Boat Shuttle – 
open bottom; 15” Walnut Boat Shuttle – open bottom; 8 – 5 3/4 “ Plastic Bobbins; 6 – 4” Plastic Bobbins; Baby Wolf 
Stroller – still in box; 5 – 7” belt shuttles; 3 Wood Flat Schacht Maple Shuttles; Maple Warping Board; Yarn Winder; 4 
Industrial Spools of Wool Thread for Warp or Weft; Assorted Spools of Various Fibers and Colors; Weaving Class 
Notes/Handouts with woven samples; Book: Learning to Weave with Debbie Redding; 15 - “Handwoven” magazines 
(1984-89); 10 – Antique Bobbins; 3 – Antique Spools  
  
This is a perfect starter set with all the necessary accessories included for a beginning weaver or a nice supplemental 
smaller loom for an experienced weaver.  Selling as a complete set for $1950.  Located near Riverton, WY. If buyer does 
the pick-up in Riverton from my home, they can get a discount of $150 on the complete studio setup.  All items have been 
stored for several years and are in excellent condition.  
 
FOR SALE: Contact Debb at:  406-539-3048 or debbjsmith@gmail.com  
Harrisville Design 36” floor loom, Model T, 4 harness.  Moving end of September & would love to find new home for this 
loom.  I have had it for many years & would say it is very lightly used, was basically a beautiful ornament in the 
studio.   Also have bench, 4 SS reeds, 36” raddle, wooden bobbin winder, 5 stick shuttles, 2 boat shuttles & floor loom 
crank.  Sell loom, bench & accessories for $900.  Cash only.   Buyer pick-up In Bozeman, MT or possibly can make other 
arrangements. 
 

Please note:  Ads are free for members.  Outside entities can place 1/4 page paid ads for $15 per issue. 

Our newsletter reaches over 300 fiber artists.  Contact Tammy Jordan: goldieknotsmt@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events 

 

March Crazy Mountain Fiber Festival: Cancelled for 2020.  Watch for dates in 2021 

 

Copper K Fiber Festival 

July 17-18, 2021. Whitehall, MT.  To learn more about the festival and to sign up for classes, please visit their Facebook 

page at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1405060639801056/ or their website at: 

https://www.ranchingtraditionfiber.com/copper-k-fiber-fest 
 

Eureka Fiber Fest 

August 7-8, 2021. Eureka, MT.  To learn more about the festival and to sign up for classes, please visit their Facebook 

page at: https://www.facebook.com/fiberfesteureka/ or their website at: http://www.eurekafiberfest.org/ 

 

Prairie Handspinners Fiber Festival  

September 24-25, 2021. Billings, MT. To learn more about the festival and to sign up for classes, please visit their 

Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/phsfiberfest/ or the website at: http://prairiehandspinnersfiberfest.com
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